
Regular Council Meeting 
January 24, 2008 

 
I. Meeting Called to Order 
 
Mayor Marse called to order the regularly scheduled meeting of January 24, 2008 at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Members present:  Mayor J. M. Marse, Council Members Jean Arrant, Mike Helton, Earl 
King, and Charlie Simmons.  Council member Ray Jackson was absent.  Staff present: 
City Attorney Clayton Adkinson, City Planner Latilda Henninger, City Engineer 
Representative Bobby Lee (PMA), and City Clerk Robin Haynes. 
 
II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Councilman Helton gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
III. Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Councilman Helton motioned to accept the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of 
01/08/08, correcting the name of Charles Hare on page 3 with “Charles Knight”, 
Councilman Simmons seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion 
carried 4:0. 
 

1.  Planning Issues 
 
City Planner Henninger presented the following items: 

 
Introduced Mr. Jason Bryan to the council. Mr. Bryan gave a short 
summary of the economic development surveys that he developed. He sent 
out two surveys – one directed at the property owners within the City 
limits, the other was directed to the City’s water customers in the service 
area.  Mr. Bryan reported that he had received approximately 200 surveys 
back out of the 1,500 he had mailed.  His survey will close out at the end 
of February, and he will report back to the council with his analysis 
sometime in March. 
 
Introduced Mariah Ritenour as her new temporary planning assistant. 
 
Updated council on the following items: 

• Economic development amendment information has been 
submitted to DCA regarding the 160 acre parcel owned by 
Cornerstone.  The revised economic update ordinance will be 
presented for 1st reading on February 12th, 2008 and 2nd reading 
and adoption on March 11th, 2008.  Council agreed. 

 
• Requested approval to hold a transmittal hearing for the Public 

School Facilities Element on February 28th, 2008.  Ms. Kassy 
Keyes will assist with this element. 

 
• Several state mandated plan amendments are due this year: 

Water Supply Element – April 2008 
Capital Improvement Element – December 2008 
Adopted Public School Facilities Element – April 2008 
EAR Amendment – approximately twelve months 

 
 

2. Legal Matters 
 
No legal issues were presented. 
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3.  Engineer’s Report 
 
City Engineer representative Bobby Lee updated the council on the following 
projects: 

• Wastewater reuse improvements contract has been completed, a 
preconstruction meeting should be held in a couple of weeks. 

• Activity Center building preconstruction meeting was held this 
afternoon, construction should start February 4th. 

• Bid opening date for the sewer expansion to Lazy Days RV park 
and Highway 20 West is set for February 19th. 

• Practice ballfields at the sewer plant have been staked out, County 
to start grading next week. 

• Substantial completion for sewer project at Mallard Creek has been 
tentatively set for January 28th, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
IV. Old Business 
 
 1.   Applications received – Fire Chief, Water Maintenance 
  

Mayor Marse informed the council that three applications had been received for 
the Fire Chief position and twelve for the water maintenance position.  After brief 
discussion, council agreed to hold a workshop on January 29, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. to 
interview and rank the fire chief applicants, with the results of the ranking being 
presented at the regular council meeting of February 12th.   Mayor Marse and 
Councilman King are to select applicants to interview for the water position, and 
present council with a recommendation for approval to hire at the regular council 
meeting of February 12th. 
   

 2.    Corrections Crew contract 
 

Councilman Simmons asked the status of the inmate crew contract.  He 
mentioned that the City park (phase I, ballfields) would be completed soon and 
the crew would need to be available immediately.  Attorney Adkinson will check 
with the state corrections department on the status.  Mayor Marse said he would 
contact the local warden also. 

 
V. New Business 
 

1. Community Economic Development Survey 
 
Jason Bryan addressed the council under planning issues. 

 
2. E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center 
Mr. M.C. Davis and Ms. Christy Scally provided a brief presentation to the 
council on the E.O. Wilson Biophilia center.  It will provide a science and 
mathematic based program targeted towards the 4th, 7th and 11th grades.  Mr. 
Davis requested either a reduction or a total waiver of the water impact fees on 
the basis that it would probably be several years before the school filled to the 
capacity that it would use that much water.  Council took no action. 

 
 
3. Tony Gomillion – Presbyterian Church 
 
Mr. Gomillion requested a waiver of the development review fees due to the City 
for the expansion of the Presbyterian Church.  Councilwoman Arrant recused 
herself from any vote due to being a member of the church.  After short 
discussion regarding a similar request in the past with the Methodist Church, 
council agreed to not waive the fees.  Attorney Adkinson stated that at this time, 
the City did not provide provisions within the ordinances and resolutions to allow 
the waiver of such fees. 
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4. Request to attend IIMC Annual Conference 
 

Clerk Haynes requested approval to attend the International Institute of Municipal 
Clerks annual conference in Atlanta, since it would be closer than the Florida 
Association of City Clerks conference being held in Naples.  Councilman King 
motioned to approve Ms. Haynes attending the International Institute of 
Municipal Association annual conference, Councilman Helton seconded.  There 
was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0. 
 
5. Pay all bills in order 

 
Councilman Helton motioned to pay all bills in order, Councilman Simmons 
seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0. 
 

VI. Council Business Not On Agenda 
 

Councilwoman Arrant requested Ms. Henninger to contact the developer of Cross 
Creek regarding the fence that was to be placed between the development and the 
southern border of her property. 
 
Councilman King asked the wetland setbacks that were required at the County 
and how long before the land development code revision would be completed.  
Ms. Henninger reminded council that the code revision was large and would 
require a lot of time, and that West Florida Regional Planning Council had 
proposed a price, but council thought it to be high.  Mayor Marse mentioned that 
he had discussion with Mark Martin and Jason Bryan and that they may be able to 
assist with some of the required elements.  Mayor Marse is to discuss with them 
further and report back to council. 

 
 
VII. Public Business Not On Agenda 
 
No items were presented. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
Councilman Helton motioned to adjourn at 7:55 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      J.M. Marse, Mayor 
 
______________________________ ____________________________________ 
Robin Haynes, City Clerk   Earl King, Council President 


