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Regular Council Meeting 
October 9, 2007 

 
I. Meeting Called to Order 
 
Mayor Marse called to order the regularly scheduled meeting of October 9th, 2007 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Mayor J. M. Marse, Council Members Earl King, Ray Jackson, Mike 
Helton, Jean Arrant and Charlie Simmons (who arrived after the Planning Issues due to a 
meeting with Walton County).  Staff present: City Attorney J. Clayton Adkinson, City 
Planner Latilda Henninger, City Engineer Representative Bobby Lee (PMA). 
 
II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Councilman Helton gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
III. Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Councilman Jackson motioned to accept the minutes of Special Council Meeting 9/13/07, 
Councilman King seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion 
carried 4:0. 
 
Councilman Jackson motioned to accept the minutes of Special Council Meeting 
9/13/07b, Councilman Helton seconded. There was no public or council discussion, the 
motion carried 4:0. 
 
Councilman King motioned to accept the minutes of Special Council Meeting 9/25/07, 
Councilwoman Arrant seconded. There was no public or council discussion, the motion 
carried 4:0. 
 
Councilman King motioned to accept the minutes of Special Council Meeting 9/25/07b, 
Councilman Jackson seconded. There was no public or council discussion, the motion 
carried 4:0. 
 
Councilwoman Arrant motioned to accept the minutes of Regular Council Meeting 
9/27/07, Councilman Jackson seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the 
motion carried 4:0 
 

1.  Planning Issues 
 
City Planner Henninger presented the following items: 
 

Henninger presented a request from Glenn Cooper to extend the 
development order for Cog Hill Townhomes for one additional year.  
(Development Order 2006-29, Parcel# 15-1S-19-23040-023-0070 located 
on the NE corner of East Bay Loop and Polk Street).  Attorney Adkinson 
offered the legal opinion that the original permit stated under the permit 
conditions that “a development permit for a major and/or minor 
development shall be valid from the approval date, for a period of one year 
and may be renewed for a cumulative period not to exceed one year.”  
Mayor Marse remarked to Mr. Cooper that the City was surprised when he 
put a “for sale” sign on the project site.  Mr. Cooper stated that if the 
market continued to improve, they hoped to begin construction.  
Councilman King motioned to extend the development order for one year, 
Councilwoman Arrant seconded.  There was no public or council 
discussion, the motion carried 4:0. 
 
Henninger introduced Kevin Wagner and Karen Thompson of the 
Northwest Florida Regional Planning Council who were responsible for 
the completion of Freeport’s EAR.  Kevin Wagner made a PowerPoint 
presentation outlining the content of the EAR document.  Henninger 
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pointed out the addition requested by the Planning Board at their October 
3, 2007 meeting.  Henninger outlined a conversation she had with Susan 
Poplin of the Department of Community Affairs regarding Freeport’s 
current Comprehensive Plan and the impending EAR; that Ms. Poplin 
agreed with Mayor Marse that the City should periodically evaluate its 
zoning district densities.  Ms Poplin suggested that the city evaluate the 
densities of the future land use districts as well, and develop intensity 
limits for each land use district/zoning category.  She also suggested that 
the City consider creating some business categories of varying intensities, 
with development standards which mitigate the impacts businesses create 
to conservation areas and residential areas.  Henninger stated that she had 
discussed the language with Mayor Marse and Kassy Keyes prior to the 
meeting and she recommended to the Council that they amend the last 
bullet on Page 82 of the Ear to read as follows:   

 
• Review residential densities in all land use districts/zoning 

categories; address intensities for all categories; create business-
specific future land use categories with appropriate development 
standards. 

 
Councilwoman Arrant motioned to amend the language as suggested by 
Henninger, Councilman Jackson seconded. There was no public or council 
discussion, the motion carried 4:0. 
 
Kassy Keyes questioned the referral to concurrency exception areas and 
whether Freeport should have them.  Karen Thompson stated that the City 
did not and should not have exception areas. 
 
Mayor Marse asked Thompson if there were any legislative changes to 
change the requirement for school concurrency.  Thompson discussed the 
Walton County pilot program in which Freeport participates.  Henninger 
stated that as of current legislation, the City was still required to transmit a 
proposed Public Schools Element before December 1, 2007.  Keyes 
questioned how the fair money should interact with the School Board’s tax 
revenue.  Mayor Marse directed Keyes to investigate the school 
concurrency issue. Henninger will forward concurrency reports the city 
has received for proposed development projects to Keyes. 
 
Henninger reminded the Council that the Transmittal Hearings for the 
EAR and the Public Schools Facilities Element would be held on October 
25, 2007 during the regular meeting.  Henninger will send the draft 
resolutions to Attorney Adkinson for review prior to that meeting. 

 
Council Charlie Simmons arrived at this time. 
 

1. Legal Matters 
 
Attorney Adkinson had no legal matters to bring before the Council. 
 
2.   Engineer’s Report 
 
City Engineer Representative Bobby Lee introduced Greg Stephens, one of 
PMA’s newest employees.  Mr. Lee reported on the following items: 
 

Bid openings on November 8th; activity center at 2:00 p.m., re-use tank at 
2:30 p.m. 
 
PMA will begin surveying the practice ball-fields in the next few days, in 
order to develop a grading/drainage plan for that area. 
 
The Mallard Creek contract is running behind.  Testing begins tomorrow; 
hopefully paving will begin by Friday; clean-up is late. 
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There’s a sidewalk change-order for lights on Blueberry Road connecting 
to the city pool property. 
 
Cross Creek Phase I:  the hydrant has been moved.  The median is being 
redesigned.  The developer will hold a meeting with the neighbors at City 
Hall to discuss the plan changes. 

 
IV. Old Business 
 
Councilman Simmons reported that the City will receive additional funding for its fire 
department from the County, due to its larger service area. 
 
V. New Business 
 

1. Draft Contract – Department of Corrections 
 
The draft contract was discussed.  Attorney Adkinson stated that he had not had 
adequate time to review the contract.   The contract would call for a corrections 
officer and a 5-9 man inmate crew dedicated to the incorporated area of Freeport, 
to do whatever work Freeport needed done. Mayor Marse stated that a van had 
already been obtained from the Council on Aging.  This item was tabled; 
Adkinson will bring it back after review. 
 
2. Draft Proposal – Department of Corrections – greenhouse 
 
The DOC proposed that Walton County, DeFuniak Springs, and Freeport each 
contribute $5,000 toward the construction of a greenhouse/plant stocking on WCI 
grounds to grown landscaping material for the three entities.  Adkinson stated that 
the City of DeFuniak Springs had approved the agreement conditioned on 
participation by both Walton County and Freeport.  Councilwoman Arrant 
motioned to contribute $5000 toward the DOC Greenhouse Project subject to 
participation by DeFuniak Springs and Walton County, Councilman Jackson 
seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 

 
3. Pay all bills in order 

 
Councilman Helton motioned to pay all bills in order, Councilman Simmons 
seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 

 
VI. Council Business Not On Agenda 
 
Mayor Marse announced that FDOT had agreed to refer to the old 331 through Freeport 
as “331 Business” when the Bypass opens.  The City will be responsible to directional 
signage. 
 
VII. Public Business Not On Agenda 
 
Buell Cobb announced the Business After-Hours/Freeport Area Council Business 
Exchange to be held at Owl’s Head, Thursday, November 18, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
Councilman Helton motioned to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      J.M. Marse, Mayor 
 
______________________________ ____________________________________ 
Robin Haynes, City Clerk   Earl King, Council President 


