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Regular Council Meeting 
November 13, 2007 

 
I. Meeting Called to Order 
 
Mayor Marse called to order the regularly scheduled meeting of November 13, 2007 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Mayor J. M. Marse, Council Members Earl King, Ray Jackson, Mike 
Helton, Jean Arrant and Charlie Simmons.  Staff present: City Attorney J. Clayton 
Adkinson, City Planner Latilda Henninger, City Engineer Representative Tonny Peters 
(PMA), and City Clerk Robin Haynes. 
 
II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Councilman Helton gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
III. Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Councilman Jackson motioned to accept the minutes of Regular Council Meeting of 
10/25/07 and the Special Council Meeting of 10/31/07, Councilman Helton seconded.  
There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 

1.  Planning Issues 
 
City Planner Henninger presented the following items: 
 

Requested approval for a resolution adopting the Evaluation and Appraisal 
Report for the Freeport Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Wagner with West 
Florida Regional Planning had requested the resolution to transmit to the 
Department of Community Affairs with the report (EAR).  Councilwoman 
Arrant motioned to approve the requested resolution, Councilman King 
seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 
5:0.  Resolution #07-15 was adopted.  

 
Requested approval for 2nd reading and adoption of the Lewis Re-zoning 
application.  The property is 2.48 acres located on parcel #15-1S-19-
23000-001-0000.  The current designation is General Commercial (C-1) 
and the requested change is to high density residential (R-3) for a town-
home development.   Councilman Jackson motioned to approve the 2nd 
reading and adoption of the proposed ordinance, with the condition that 
the project be limited to 10 units per acre, Councilman Helton seconded.  
There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.  Ms. 
Henninger read the proposed ordinance by title and ordinance #07-14 was 
adopted. 

   
Requested approval for 1st reading of a proposed re-zoning ordinance.  
The parcels associated with this application are parcel #’s 27-1S-19-
23000-005-0000/005-0010/006-0000/006-0010/012-0000/018-0000/027-
0021/027-0000/027-025/027-0027/029-0010, approximately 14.8 acres.  
The property was annexed into the City of Freeport on August 14, 2007 
with a future land use designation of commercial.  The applicant is 
requesting a zoning assignment of residential commercial (RC), which 
would allow up to 14 residential units per acre.  Mr. Dean Burgis with 
Emerald Coast Associates, representing the owner Ramsey Creek LLC, 
addressed the council.  His client is considering primarily residential plans 
for this area.  After discussion among council regarding the desire to lower 
densities, Councilman King motioned to approve the 1st reading of the 
proposed ordinance, limiting the project to 10 units per acre, 
Councilwoman Arrant seconded.  There was no additional public or 
council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.  Ms. Henninger read the 
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proposed ordinance by title.  Council agreed to advertise for 2nd reading at 
the December 11th regular council meeting. 
 
Requested approval for Bishop’s Landing, Phase II, 9.47 acre, 30 lot 
development, located on parcel #16-1S-19-23000-008-0050.  The project 
had engineering approval, but not Planning Board approval due to a split 
vote.  The motion at the planning board had been for approval subject to a 
fence being installed along the project property line, construction to 
limited to one hour after dark, and an A-zone plat statement.  Barbara 
Stokes, owner and developer, addressed the council.  Her main concern 
was whether or not she was being singled out regarding the wetlands 
issue.  Mark Martin expressed concerns regarding construction in the 
affected lots, and possible issues the City may encounter with the property 
owners at a later date.  Jan Hooks stated that her main concern was that the 
Phase I section of this project had not received a development order yet.  
Attorney Adkinson reminded council that no evidence was offered that the 
project does not comply with the code and therefore should be voted on.  
Councilman Simmons motioned to approve the project subject to the 
developer fencing the property, construction to cease one hour after dark, 
and the A-zone, flood zone statement be placed on the plat, Councilman  
King seconded.  There was no additional public or council discussion, the 
motion carried 4:1. 
 
Ms. Henninger presented the following planning updates: 

• Received comments back from the Department of Community of 
Affairs regarding the 160 acre annexation, a response is in the 
works 

• School concurrency amendment is being finalized 
• Work on the City’s water supply amendment will start after the 

first of the year 
 
2. Legal Matters 
 
Attorney Adkinson requested the water rate resolution be tabled until the regular 
council meeting of December 11th, Council agreed.  Clerk Haynes is to send the 
water rates from the North Bay system to include on the resolution. 
 
3.  Engineer’s Report 
 
City Engineer representative Tonny Peters had no report to submit. 
 
Mayor Marse reminded council that the wastewater re-use project bid opening 
was scheduled for November 29th. 
 

IV. Old Business 
 
 1.   Resolution request – Florida State Retirement for firefighters 
  

Clerk Haynes presented a resolution to add the firefighters to the City’s Florida 
State Retirement account.  Councilman Simmons motioned to approve the 
proposed resolution, Councilman Jackson seconded.  There was no public or 
council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.  Resolution #07-16 was adopted. 
 
2.   Ronnie Bell – Highway 331 Business 
 
Mr. Bell addressed the council regarding the re-addressing on Highway 331.  He 
stated that the County had determined a way to not require the residents and 
businesses along that corridor to change their street number.  He did request that 
as residents order checks and such that they change their street to “Highway 331 
Business”. 
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V. New Business 
 

1. Walter Brown – Capri Engineering 
 
Mr. Brown made a presentation to council.  Capri Engineering provides 
municipalities with a “building department” on a fee basis, depending upon the 
number of permits written.  They also provide code enforcement services.  
Council took no action. 

 
2. Pay all bills in order 

 
Councilman Helton motioned to pay all bills in order, Councilman Simmons 
seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 

VI. Council Business Not On Agenda 
 
Councilman Jackson motioned to cancel the regular scheduled council meeting of 
November 22, 2007, Councilman King seconded.  There was no public or council 
discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
Mayor Marse informed council that the built in desk in the planner’s office took up a 
large amount of space.  He would like council to think about them removing it, to discuss 
at the meeting of December 11. 
 
Council asked the status of the land development code revisions regarding City densities.  
Ms. Henninger stated that it required a lot of time.  Attorney Adkinson suggested council 
consider allowing West Florida Regional Planning to write the amendment.  
Councilwoman Arrant motioned to approve West Florida Regional Planning preparing 
the land development code amendment, Councilman Simmons seconded.  There was no 
public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
Mayor Marse updated the council on the following items: 

• Drawings were ready for the practice ballfields, he will contact the county 
for grading assistance 

• Activity center bids were opened – they will be presented at the next 
council meeting 

• Walton County was requesting the funds ($158,000.00) that the City had 
pledged towards the Freeport park.  Mayor Marse is working with the 
County to have a change order processed so the City can pay at the end of 
the project. 

• He and Clerk Haynes were working on planning the City Christmas party 
– any ideas or suggestions from council would be appreciated. 

 
VII. Public Business Not On Agenda 
 
No items were presented. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
Councilman Helton motioned to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      J.M. Marse, Mayor 
 
______________________________ ____________________________________ 
Robin Haynes, City Clerk   Earl King, Council President 


