FREEPORT PLANNING BOARD
March 2, 2005 Meeting Minutes

Members present: Mitch Block, Ernest Nettles, Brian Brown (ad hoc/ Eglin), Kim
Yerby, Jerry Griffith. Absent: Charlie Simmons (confirmed by City Councilman
Ray Jackson as no longer able to serve; Councilman Jackson will find a
replacement)

Staff present: J.M. Clayton Atkinson/City Attorney, Latilda Henninger AICP/City
Planner, Paul Miller/WFRP Consulting Planner.

Latilda Henninger, newly hired City Planner, introduced herself to the Board and
audience, and the Planning Board to the audience. Henninger provided the
Planning Board with a summary of meeting procedures and offered orientations to
any of the Planning Board members who felt they needed additional information.
Henninger also informed the Board that Charlie Simmons would not be joining
them and that Councilman Jackson would appoint someone else to the Planning
Board.

The Board elected Kim Yerby as Chair and Ernest Nettles as Vice-Chair.

Chairwoman Yerby opened the meeting with the Invocation and Pledge of
Allegiance.

All persons who intended to address the Board were sworn by Attorney Atkinson.
A. LEGISLATIVE ITEMS
1. MATTHEWS SMALL SCALE AMENDMENT

William L. Matthews proposed an amendment to the Future land Use
category for a 2.166 acre parcel located approximately 300 feet west of
the intersection of Blueberry Road and State Highway 20. Request: To
change from LDR (Low Density Residential) to ER (Established
Residential).
Staff recommendation: Denial, based on potential spot-zoning and
requesting more than 10 residential units per acre which is not allowed
under Florida Statutes.
Doug Porter appeared before the Board on behalf of this proposal.

Correspondence received:

Mike Crawford: opposed

PAGE 1 OF 5 20050302 PB MINUTES



Kimberlee Clemmons: opposed
Comments from the audience:

Lou Crawford Cleveland: opposed
Motion by Nettles to continue the amendment request to the Planning
Board’s April 6 meeting, in order to give Mr. Porter an opportunity to
work with the new city planner on his request. Second to motion by
Block. All ayes (4:0); motion carried.
MATTHEWS RE-ZONING
William L. Matthews proposed an amendment to the Zoning District
Map for a 2.166 acre parcel located approximately 300 feet west of the
intersection of Blueberry Road and State Highway 20. Request: To
change the zoning from R-1 (Low Density Residential) to R-3 (High
Density Residential).
Staff recommendation: Denial, based on potential spot-zoning and
requesting more than 10 residential units per acre which is not allowed
under Florida Statutes.
Doug Porter appeared before the Board on behalf of this proposal.

Correspondence received:

Mike Crawford: opposed
Kimberlee Clemmons: opposed

Comments from the audience:

Lou Crawford Cleveland: opposed
Motion by Nettles to continue the zoning request to the Planning
Board’s April 6 meeting, in order to give Mr. Porter an opportunity to
work with the new city planner on his request. Second to motion by
Griftith. All ayes (4:0); motion carried.
TULLIS SMALL SCALE AMENDMENT
Robert Tullis proposed an amendment of the Future land Use category
for 3.01 acres recently annexed into the city; located on the west side of
Old jolly Bay Road approximately 1,800 feet south of Old Jolly Bay
Road/US 331 intersection.

Request: from County’s Estate residential to City’s Low Density
Residential (LDR)

Staff recommendation: Approval
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Correspondence received: none.
Comments from the audience: none.

Motion by Nettles to recommend approval of the Tullis Amendment
Request. Second to motion by Griffith. All ayes (4:0); motion carried.

TULLIS REZONING

Robert Tullis proposed a zoning category assignment for 3.01 acres
recently annexed into the city; located on the west side of Old jJolly Bay
Road approximately 1,800 feet south of Old Jolly Bay Road/US 331
intersection

Requested Zoning District: Low Density Residential (R-1)

Staff recommendation: approval

Correspondence received: none.

Comments from the audience: none.

Motion by Nettles to recommend approval of the proposed Tullis zoning
assignment. Second to motion by Block. All ayes (4:0); motion carried.

KNIGHT REZONING

W. Gerald Knight proposed a re-zoning of 1.44 acres located on the
northwest corner of Blueberry Road and Palm Street.

Request: from High Density Residential (R-3) to
Residential/Neighborhood Commercial (R/C).

Staff recommendation: cautious approval, subject to resolution of the
following factors:

a. Should Blueberry Road be considered residential or commercial?
b. Blueberry Road is very narrow (only 25 feet of Right-of-way).
c. Does the change adversely impact the residential neighborhood?
No one appeared on behalf of Mr. Knight.
Correspondence received:

William McCormick: opposed

Emily Stone: opposed
Gene Shaver: opposed
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Comments from the audience:
William McCormick: opposed

Chairwoman Yerby recused herself from voting on this matter due to a
personal conflict; her daughter is married to Mr. McCormick’s son.

Motion by Nettles to recommend denial of the Knight re-zoning request.

Second to motion by Block. 2 ayes (Nettles, Block), 1 nay (Griftith), 1
abstention (Yerby); motion carried.

QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS

GRAND OAKS SUBDIVISION

Freeport Seven LLC is proposing a 36-lot subdivision on 5.96 acres
located on the northwest corner of the Four Mile Road and Caswell
Branch Road. Future Land Use: Established Residential. Zoning: High
Density Residential (R-3).

Staff recommendation: approval conditioned on resolving any
outstanding engineering issues prior to issuance of the development

order.

Lewis Ricks/owner and Duel Chavez/ECA appeared before the board
representing the project.

Correspondence received: none
Comments from the audience:

C.V. Helton: concerned about water and drainage upgrade
Motion by Block: to recommend approval with the conditions stated by
staff. Second to motion by Nettles. All ayes (4:0); motion carried.
PROSPECT PARK SUBDIVISION
Gage Boyd is proposing the development of an 11-lot subdivision on
2.52 acres located on the east side of Center Street 500 feet south of the
intersection of North Street and Center Street. Future Land Use:
Established Residential. Zoning District: Medium Density Residential
(R-2).

Staff recommendation: approval

Tim Spears of Seaside Engineering appeared before the Board
representing the project.
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Correspondence received: none.
Comments from audience:

Jim Via: concerned about construction runoff from a site near the
project; doesn’t want runoff from this project to damage the creek.

Paul Miller stated he had received one phone call from a neighbor
who was opposed to the project.

Motion by Nettles to recommend approval. Second to motion by Block.
All ayes (4:0); motion carried

8. FORT WALTON CONCRETE BATCH PLANT
James Campbell is proposing a concrete batching plant on 3.05 acres
within the Walton County Industrial park in Freeport; located off the
east end of Bulldog Road. Future Land Use: Industrial (I). Zoning
District: General Industrial (I-2).

Staff reviewer: Paul Miller. Staff recommendation: approval

Kermit George/Southern Engineering and James Campbell/owner
appeared before the Board representing the project.

Correspondence received: none.
Comments from the audience: none.
Motion by Griffith to recommend approval with the condition of no

truck washing on-site. Second to motion by Nettles. All ayes (4:0);
motion carried.

Meeting Adjourned.

Chairperson
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