Regular Council Meeting
August 13, 2013

l. Meeting Called to Order

Mayor Barley called to order the regularly scheduteuncil meeting of August 13, 2013 at 7:00
p.m.

Members present: Council members Elizabeth Branmtay Jackson, Jennifer Laird, Janice
McLean and Harold Taunton.

Il. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

** | edlie Gonzalez, CMC, Northwest District Director for the Florida Association of City Clerks,
presented a resolution to City Clerk Robin Haynes, in appreciation of her service with the
organization.

lll.  Approval of past minutes

Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the minateke regular city council meetings of July 9
and July 25, 2013 and the Election canvassing boaedting of July 9, 2013 as presented,
Councilwoman McLean seconded. There was no publicouncil discussion, the motion carried
5:0.

1. Planning Report

Latilda Hughes was unable to attend the counciltimge Robin Haynes requested the planning
items be carried over to the next meeting.

A. 1% public hearing — Military sustainability EAR-based amendment

After confirming that there were no audience mermsbier attendance for the public hearing,
Councilwoman Brannon motioned to continue tifepiiblic hearing to the next regular council
meeting of August 22, 2013, Councilman Jackson re#et. There was no public or council
discussion, the motion carried 5:0.

Councilwoman McLean motioned to table the followitegns:
* Floodplain Manager appointment
* Floodplain Manager training
* New resident information packet

* Planning Board appointments
To the next regular scheduled council meeting ofgusi 22, 2013, Councilwoman Brannon
seconded. There was no public or council discassiee motion carried 5:0.

2. Legal Matters

A. Employee Hearing request
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Attorney Clayton Adkinson stated that the City hadeived an employee grievance request by
Linda Watson. It is the attorney’s legal opinitvatt Mrs. Watson was wrongfully terminated based
upon the failure of the City to provide the propentten notifications as stated in the City’s
personnel policy. He told the council that afteeeting with Mrs. Watson, Mayor Barley had a
recommendation for the council. The council’s ops were to either accept Mayor Barley’'s
recommendation as presented, or not, in which tteseouncil would need to set a special meeting
for the requested grievance hearing to hear tesgmo

Mayor Barley recommended that council reinstate. M¥atson subject to her agreement to receive
half of the wages that she would have been paid ffoly 10 to August 19, she would be placed on
probation for six months and she would sign a lettepping the grievance against the City.

After short discussion, Councilman Jackson motioteedeject the Mayor's recommendation as
presented and schedule a grievance hearing, Cmarcilaunton seconded. The motion failed 2:3
(Brannon, Laird and McLean voting nay).

Councilwoman Brannon motioned to accept the May@mt®mmendation to reinstate Mrs. Watson
based on the City’s failure to provide proper teration notifications, pay Mrs. Watson half of the
wages she would have received from July 10 to Augfswaiving the payment of retirement and
taxes and subject to Mrs. Watson signing a legelase for the City, Councilwoman McLean
seconded. The motion passed 3:2 (Jackson anddravating nay).

3. Fire Department Report

Chad Harrell gave a brief report on calls receiteaning hours accomplished and maintenance of
fire hydrants.

A. Approval request — sale of tanker 12

Councilwoman McLean motioned to approve Chief CHadrell's request to sell the City’s tanker
12, with Brindlee Mountain Fire Apparatus actingtlas selling agent for a commission of 4% (or
minimum of $500) of the selling price, Councilwombaird seconded. There was no public or
council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.

B. Approval request — fire prevention grant applicdion

Councilman Jackson motioned to approve the fireadapent submittal of a fire prevention grant
application sponsored by FM Global Insurance Compas presented, Councilwoman Brannon
seconded. There was no public or council discassiee motion carried 5:0.

4. Park Department report

Shane Supple gave a brief park report includinghteaance items, upcoming events being held at
the Freeport Regional Sports Complex and the remuof the power bills of the Sports Complex
as a result of the additional meters being ingldHlst year.

5. Engineer report
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No report was given.
IV.  Old Business
1. Appointment of a “festival” committee

Councilman Jackson motioned to approve Mayor Balequest to appoint a committee to
organize a festival to be held sometime next yéauyncilwoman Brannon seconded. There was no
public or council discussion, the motion carrie@.5Mayor Barley will bring back the names of the
appointees at a later meeting.

2. Conversion of the Old Post Office to a museum

Mr. Tim Ard made a short presentation regardingTtoen Planters attempts to organize volunteers
and donations for the establishment of a Freepdetitage Museum”. The only additional cost to
the City would be the monthly service charge foakmm system. Councilwoman Brannon
motioned to approve establishing the “Freeport tdga Museum” in the Old Post Office building,
Councilwoman Laird seconded. There was no publmoancil discussion, the motion carried 5:0.

3. Budget workshop
No action was taken.
4, Joint special meeting — Walton County BCC and Fgeport CC

Councilwoman Brannon motioned to approve the sdirgglof the joint special meeting with the
Walton County Board of County Commissioners for Mawy, August 19, 2013 at 5:00 pm,
Councilwoman McLean seconded. There was no pobloouncil discussion, the motion carried
5:0.

V. New Business
1. Approval request budget amendment #5 (correctioto amendment #4)

Councilman Jackson motioned to approve budget ament#5 as presented:
Water fund income: FCS Option renewal (contrachieated) ($50,000.00)
Water fund expenses: Capital Outlay (TBD at budgekshop) ($50,000.00)
Total change to budget ($50,000.00)
Councilman Taunton seconded. There was no pubbiowuncil discussion, the motion carried 5:0.

VI. Council Business Not On Agenda

Councilman Taunton requested approval to contacttdWaCounty to request assistance with
hauling of dirt to the proposed ball field area tae Freeport Regional Sports Complex.
Councilwoman McLean motioned to authorize Counciinfaunton to present a request to the
County for assistance in hauling the dirt and btimg conditions of the request back to the council
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for review, Councilman Jackson seconded. Thereneagublic or council discussion, the motion
carried 5:0.

Councilman Taunton provided pictures to the Cityraol that he had taken of the retention pond at
the Cross Creek development. With the recent rdéimesconditions have deteriorated and there is
now substantial damage to the structure. Afteefldliscussion, it was agreed for the Mayor to
contact Florida Department of Environmental Pratectind ask to be kept updated on the repairs
and condition of the retention area.

Councilman Jackson asked if council could discassesoptions to present to the Walton County
Board regarding the bay area sewer loan. AttorAdikinson stated that he thought the joint
meeting was set up for the county to present prapde the City for consideration, but that the
Council could discuss their ideas at this time.

Councilman Jackson would like to request that tbar®y waive a portion of the loan, but with the
remaining balance, allow the City to offset theuattcash payment of the loan with a credit of
connection fees for customers and to enforce tlstomers’ connection to the sewer system,
beginning with the waterfront lots in the Bay Gramea. He stated that the primary purpose of the
construction of the sewer in that area was withinkent to assist with the cleaning of the bay.

Janelle Goodwin spoke on behalf of cleaning uplig and was glad the City was trying to do
something about it.

Jack Rhodes, representing Freeport 860, suggdsiethe joint meeting be postponed until the new
City council members had time to consider theiias and to assess their actual system.

Councilwoman Brannon stated that she felt that Gty should wait and see what the County
proposes rather than go to the meeting demandingsth

Councilwoman MclLean updated the council with infation she has heard — the County would be
retaining the MSBU funds collected on resident$inithe Freeport service area and are discussing
pulling additional county funding that was providedprevious years which leaves the City with
several options — City keep the fire departmentfand it from within, allow the fire department to
be managed by the Walton County Sheriff’'s departp@mmerge it with the county.

Mayor Barley gave an update on a couple of items:
* He would like council to consider setting a worksho discuss commercial impact fees
» Several properties in town have been or are iptheess of being cleaned up
» Mayor and council to attend the Florida Leaguee&Sitannual conference in Orlando this
week

VII. Public Comment

Ralph Digise presented a request to keep the ol tater than Labor Day weekend, as previously
decided. Item is to be added to the agenda fonéferegular council meeting.
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Councilman Jackson read a letter of resignationthiegylead water operator, Ben Lewis. He has
agreed to stay until the end of the month. Clealyies requested approval to begin discussion with
Regional Utilities for temporary assistance, umtinew operator could be hired. Councilman
Taunton motioned to approve contacting Regionalitlds for temporary operator services,
Councilman Jackson seconded. There was no putdiouncil discussion, the motion carried 5:0.

VIII. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

ATTEST: APPROVED:

Russ Barley, Mayor

Robin Haynes, City Clerk Janice McLean, Counoddiient
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