



Regular Council Meeting

September 26, 2013
I. 
Meeting Called to Order

Mayor Barley called to order the regularly scheduled council meeting of September 26, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

Members present:  Council members Elizabeth Brannon, Ray Jackson, Jennifer Laird, Janice McLean and Harold Taunton. 
II. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
III. 
Approval of past minutes

Councilman Jackson motioned to approve the minutes of the regular city council meeting of September 10, 2013, the special council meetings of August 19 and August 26, 2013 and the budget workshop of August 26, 2013 as presented, Councilwoman McLean seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.
1. 
Planning Department
A.
Public Hearing dates for Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) based amendment

Councilwoman McLean motioned to approve the scheduling of public hearing dates for October 24 and November 12, 2013 for the EAR based amendment to the land development code, Councilwoman Brannon seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.
2.
Legal Matters 

A.
Walton county fire department merger proposal
Attorney Adkinson opened with a statement that after meeting with County staff and Councilwoman McLean, Walton County has provided a proposal for the merger of the Freeport Fire department with Walton County Fire services.  He had contacted Mr. John Irwin of the Insurance Service Office (ISO) Department of Public Protection concerning the ISO rating for the City of Freeport as requested.  (Copy of memo to Councilwoman McLean is attached).  Councilman Jackson asked for clarification regarding the whether or not Freeport’s rating would drop if merged with the county.  Attorney Adkinson stated no, that each fire district was surveyed differently, and depending on several factors, the ratings could go up or down.  But Freeport’s rating does not automatically lower regardless of whether the City manages it or the County.
Councilwoman Brannon motioned (quoted from a written statement): “In recognition of our city’s current need to restructure the services we provide so that we ensure our budget’s sustainability; and because Politics don’t belong in public safety, and most importantly in the best interest of our city’s taxpayers;  I so move, that we accept the conditions offered by the county in its letter of 9/11/13, on the sole additional condition that the County agree that is shall not reassign or transfer any qualified employee of the Freeport Fire Dept.  To any other County firehouse or department, so as to ensure the continued level of service to our citizens thru the application of these employees’ specialized institutional and geographically knowledge.  Because we cannot sacrifice our long term safety or the loss of their specialized knowledge of our community for Short term budget relief.  As part of my motion, I direct our City Attorney to negotiate any other non-essential terms not outlined in the county’s letter, on our behalf, and return to us finalized terms for our approval…”, Councilwoman McLean seconded.  Discussion included:
· Councilman Taunton asked if the City was just going to accept what the County offered.

· Attorney Adkinson answered no – with Councilwoman Brannon’s motion, the City would be adding the stipulation that all qualified City employees would not be relocated

· Resident Ernest Nettles stated he would like to see the City keep the fire department and what would the City do when the County moved all of it’s equipment out of Freeport?

· Attorney Adkinson stated that with a merger, the County would assume possession, maintenance and liability of all equipment.
· Ernest Nettles recommended the City go up on taxes to fund the fire department and asked if the City was financially broke.
· Mayor Barley stated no, the City was not broke.  But – in order to fund the fire department without County assistance meant money had to be pulled from other departments.

· Diana Ferrell, resident at 161 Caswell Branch Road stated that the area would be growing soon and suggested the City not base their decision on the County’s intentions.  Make the decision based on long term versus a short term financial situation.

· Resident Sidney Hollington asked the City about charging for fire hydrants to help fund and not to make a decision until the fire chief had heard something back on the grant.

· Councilman Taunton stated that he has never bought something without knowing what he was receiving – he did not want to give the fire department away.

· Resident Mark Martin commented that if you take the emotion out of the decision, it was difficult to make financial plans based on the hope to get a grant and then the process to fund for not just the current year, but for the next many years.  He commented that twelve cities in Florida have gone bankrupt over the past couple of years.  He stated that with the employees taken care of, the level of service doesn’t appear to be suffering in any way by merging with the County.
· Larry Jones, County Administrator, commented the County encouraged supporting the merger proposed based on it being beneficial to the City – they had no intention to make an appearance of a hostile take over.  If as a board, they couldn’t support it, then that was fine as well.

· Resident Ronnie Brannon asked if the ambulance would be pulled from Freeport if the City did not merge with the County.  No one had knowledge of any changes to the emergency services.

With no further comment, Mayor Barley asked for an individual vote: Councilman Jackson, no; Councilman Taunton, no; Councilwoman McLean, yes; Councilwoman Brannon, yes; and Councilwoman Laird, no.  The motion was overturned 3:2.

B.
2nd reading and adoption/MSBU ordinance

Based upon the vote to keep the fire department, Councilman Taunton motioned not to approve the 2nd reading and adoption of a MSBU ordinance, Councilman Jackson seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.

Attorney Adkinson asked council to approve 1st reading and advertisement of a proposed annexation request by Mr. Gus Andrews, consisting of approximately 1,113 acres on parcels #11-1S-19-23000-001-0000, #11-1S-19-23000-001-0001, #02-1S-19-23000-001-0010 and #02-1S-19-23000-001-0000 (property on both sides of US Highway 331, just north of the Post Office and south of the Owl’s Head development).  Councilman Taunton motioned to approve 1st reading and advertisement for adoption of ordinance as presented, Councilwoman McLean seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.  Attorney Adkinson read the proposed ordinance by title.
Councilman Jackson asked about any problems that may be holding Mr. Earl King’s annexation application up.  City Planner Latilda Hughes said that she knew what the issues were and would work with the attorney to get it straightened out.
3.
Fire Department Report
No report was given.
4.
Park Department report
Councilman Taunton requested council approval to work with the Department of Corrections office to change the prison work crew from five 8 hour work days to four 10 hour work days.  Councilman Taunton motioned to approve changing the prison crew work schedule as requested, Councilman Jackson seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.
5.
Engineer report

Anna Hudson, representing Preble-Rish made a short presentation regarding the Northwest Florida Water Management District’s grant funding initiative and requested approval to submit two applications on behalf of the City – one that would connect the City’s water line on US Highway 331 to the City of DeFuniak’s water line north of Rock Hill Road, including a well house and controls, and the second – that includes some miscellaneous water line upgrades in the Bayloop West area, the Four Mile Road and Bayloop East area, Joe Campbell Road area and the Jolly Bay Road area.  Councilman Jackson motioned to approve the application submittals as presented, Councilwoman Laird seconded.  There was no public or council discussion,  the motion carried 5:0.
IV.
Old Business

1.
Interview procedure/wastewater field tech position
After short discussion, the council agreed to have Mayor Barley and Robert Fawcett review the applications received for the open position and bring a list of applicants to interview to the next regular scheduled council meeting to schedule a special meeting for the interviews.
Mr. George Eichberger asked informed council that he had submitted a letter and wanted to schedule a grievance proceeding for his termination.  Attorney Adkinson stated that due to the length of time since Mr. Eichberger’s termination (two years) that he felt there was nothing for this council to address.

V.
New Business

1.
Approval request – authorization for county to file FEMA claim/Industrial Park
Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the authorization for Walton County to file a FEMA claim on behalf of the City of Freeport for erosion damage sustained during recent rain events in Phase II of the Walton County Industrial Park, Councilwoman Brannon seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.
2.
Presentation – Aerospace Forum
Mr. Steve Jaeger, representing the Walton County Economic Development Alliance, made a short presentation to Council regarding the establishment of a multi-county Aerospace Alliance and an intention of some county representatives to attend a supplier convention in Germany in December.

3.
Gary Zinke – water bill dispute
There was no representative for this item – no action was taken.
4.
Approval request – tractor repair

Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the repairs to the “bushhog” tractor by Beard Equipment Company for a cost not to exceed $8,423.19, Councilman Jackson seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.
5.
Change regular council meeting of 12/10/13 to Monday, 12/09/13

Councilman Taunton motioned to approve changing the regular council meeting of Tuesday, December 10 to Monday, December 9, 2013, Councilwoman Brannon seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.
6.
Cancel regular council meetings of 11/28/13 and 12/26/13

Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the cancellation of the regular scheduled council meetings of November 28 and December 26, 2013, Councilman Jackson seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0.

VI. Council Business Not On Agenda
Mr. Ernest Nettles, representing the Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild has been told that his scheduled event in the community center needed to be moved for a Freeport Town Planters Society event.  Fire Chief Chad Harrell told Mr. Nettles that they would be able to accommodate his group at the fire station.
Councilman Jackson gave a brief update on the retention pond at Cross Creek Estates – the temporary fix appears to have held during the last rain and Florida DEP is in the process of permitting the permanent repairs.

VII. Public Comment
Ms. Janelle Goodwin updated the council on her attempts to get the Florida DOT to clean up the trash along US Highway 331 at the bridge.
VIII. Adjournment

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
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