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City of Freeport 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2013
7:00 p.m. 
Council Members present:  Mayor Russ Barley, Council President Janice McLean, Elizabeth Brannon, Ray Jackson, Harold Taunton and Jennifer Laird.
Staff present:  Latilda Hughes/City Planner, Clayton Adkinson/City Attorney, Anna Hudson/Preble-Rish, Cliff Knauer/Preble-Rish, Chad Harrell/Freeport Fire Chief, Tom Palmer/Capt. - Freeport Fire Department.

I
Meeting Called to Order by Mayor Barley
II
Invocation by Harold Taunton and Pledge of Allegiance

III
Approval of Past Minutes – Special Council Meeting of 09/24/13 and Regular Council Meeting of 09/26/13.
Motion by Harold Taunton to approve the SCM 09/24/13 and RCM 9/26/13 as presented. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Brannon.  All ayes; motion carried.
IV
Staff Reports


A.   Planning Department 
Approval request – Extension of Development Order #2009-01 (Shoppes @Freeport)

Latilda Hughes presented a request from Robert Peck, Vice-President of Watkins Retail Group, to extend the Conditional Development Order for the Shoppes of Freeport to August 18, 2016.

Motion by Janice McLean to grant an extension to August 18, 2016 as requested.  The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Brannon.   4:1 vote in favor of the motion (Harold Taunton cast the nay vote).  Motion carried.


B.   Legal matters
None presented.
C.   Fire Department Report
1. Monthly Report / per Chad Harrell, running smoothly.

2. McLean Memo re: ISO Rating/Interlocal Agreement with the County/Maintenance Fee for hydrants outside the City

a. ISO Rating

Per Janice McLean, there is no cost to the City for this service.  The inspection takes about 4 hours.  The results will be available in about 60 days. 
Janice McLean made a motion to request an ISO rating for the City of Freeport Fire Department.  Elizabeth Brannon seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried.
b. Updated Interlocal Fire Agreement with Walton County

Janice McLean made a motion to have Clayton draft a new mutual aid agreement between the City of Freeport and Walton County.  Elizabeth Brannon seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried.
c. Suggested maintenance fee to Walton County for city hydrant use

The Council discussed various options for charging the County for use of the city’s hydrants.  Per Clayton, the hydrants would have to be metered in order to charge for water usage.  The City would have the option of requesting notification of the County filling tanker trucks with city water; an estimated cost could be determined for billing.  Ms. McLean presented a memo showing various options for hydrant charges.
3. Approval request – sale of surplus equipment (fire boat, dive truck)

Janice McLean presented a proposal for the City to sell a number of unused and/or inoperable vehicles and to return the fire boat donated by Jim Massey of Marina Village back to Mr. Massey.  The vehicles listed are as follows:

1. 1996 Dodge 1500 pick-up (water dept.)

2. 1991 Ford pick-up (water dept.)

3. 2002 Ford ambulance (converted to a dive truck – fire dept.)

4. Homemade trailer (water dept.)

5. Fire Boat (donation from Massey – fire dept.)

6. 1997 Ford F-150 (sewer dept.)

Ms. McLean noted that the Fire Dept. pumper tanker has been listed for sale; one inquiry so far. 

Motion by Ray Jackson to declare the un-used vehicles with the exception of the fire boat as surplus and to return the fire boat to Mr. Massey.  Elizabeth Brannon seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried.

D.   Parks Department Report - None
E.   Engineers Report - None
V
Old Business

A. Special meeting request – interview wastewater applicants
The Council set October 16, 2013 7:00 pm as the Special Meeting to interview the potential wastewater employee applicants selected for interview.
B. Approval request – advertise for lead water operator

Motion by Harold Taunton to advertise for a Water Class “C” Operator.  Janice McLean seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried.

C. Mayor Barley – Festival committee update
Per Mayor Barley, the festival committee will meet on October 17th at 5:30 pm. at City Hall.

D. Annexation discussion

Elizabeth Brannon made a motion to direct staff (Clayton and Latilda) to draft a letter to send to property owners outside the City regarding annexing.  Jennifer Laird seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried.
E. Impact fee discussion

Ray Jackson made the motion to have a workshop on impact fees after the wastewater employee interviews on October 16th.  Elizabeth Brannon seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried.

VI        New Business

No new items to present.

VII
Council Business Not on Agenda
Ray Jackson asked about the status of the inquiry regarding the King Annexation.  Latilda Hughes stated that the paperwork is being reviewed.
VIII
Public Comment

Eleanor Turner asked if the funds collected from the sale of fire equipment would go back to into the fire department budget.  Per Clayton, all the monies collected from the sale of surplus vehicles would go into the general fund and be placed in budget funds at the discretion of the Council.
IX 
Adjournment
Harold Taunton made a motion to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned.
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