



Regular Council Meeting

December 9, 2013
I. 
Meeting Called to Order

Mayor Barley called to order the regularly scheduled council meeting of December 9, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

Members present:  Mayor Russ Barley, Council members Elizabeth Brannon, Jennifer Laird, Janice McLean and Harold Taunton. Council member Ray Jackson was absent.
II. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
III. 
Approval of past minutes

Councilwoman Brannon motioned to approve the minutes of the regular city council meeting of November 12, 2013, as presented, Councilman Taunton seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.
IV.
Staff reports

1. 
Planning Department
A.
2nd public hearing – Large Scale Amendment (LSA-02)
City Planner Latilda Hughes presented council with information regarding the City’s large scale amendment:

· LSA-02 EAR Amendment Sections 

Design Charrette


Urban Service Area Boundary


Working Waterfronts

· Draft transmittal resolution 

There were no comments from council or the public.  Councilwoman Brannon motioned to approve the transmittal resolution as presented, Councilwoman McLean seconded.  There was no discussion, the motion carried 4:0.  Ms. Hughes read the resolution by title and resolution #2013-10 was adopted.
B.
1st public hearing – draft ordinance/Military Sustainability LSA-01
No action taken on this item – it will be added to the special meeting agenda.

C.
Special Meeting request

Councilman Taunton motioned to schedule a special meeting for Monday, January 6, 2014 at 7:00 pm, Councilwoman McLean seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.
2.
Legal Matters 

A.
1st reading and advertise for adoption – annexation ordinance/Cuchens
Councilwoman Brannon motioned to approve the 1st reading and to advertise for adoption of the proposed annexation ordinance of approximately 6.48 acres located on parcel number 24-1S-20-32000-016-0000, owned by Rosier and Karen Cuchens, Councilwoman McLean seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.  Ms. Hughes read the proposed ordinance by title and will advertise for adoption at the special council meeting of January 6, 2014.
3.
Fire Department report

A.
2013-14 budget
Chief Harrell gave a brief report on the November calls and training hours performed by the fire department.  The chief is asking for $488,000 for the 2013-14 budget, the adopted budget included $343,000.  After short discussion, Councilman Taunton motioned to schedule a workshop to discuss the fire department budget for Wednesday, January 8, 2014 at 7:00 pm, Councilwoman Laird seconded.  There was no additional public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.
4.
Park Department report
No report was given.
5.
Engineer report
Cliff Knauer, representing Preble-Rish, gave a brief update on the water and sewer model progress.
Jody Solomon, representing Praestare Engineering, gave a brief update on the relocation of the utility lines on Highway 331 South.
IV.
Old Business

1.
Freeport Boy Scout update
Melton Terrell gave council a brief update on his Boy Scout recruiting efforts.  He also requested approval of the use of the City building located on the corner of Madison Street and Shipyard Road.  After short discussion, Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the Boy Scouts the use of the building for no rental fee, with the condition that they schedule meetings around other groups also using the building, Councilwoman Brannon seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.
2.
Water operator position update
City Clerk Robin Haynes updated council on the open water operator position.  Since no applications have been submitted, council agreed to have Ms. Haynes gather information regarding hiring a company for outsourcing the duties of the operator.  Ms. Haynes will bring information back to the next regular scheduled council meeting.
3.
Water vehicle purchase

Councilwoman Laird motioned to approve the purchase, off the state contract, of a Ford F-150 four wheel drive truck from Hub City Ford in Crestview for $18,606.00, Councilman Taunton seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.
4.
Residential sewer connection agreement

Mayor Barley presented a recap of the City’s actual water and sewer customers against the predictions of the rate study that was performed in 2009, and stated that the predictions were correct – the City has had an increase of approximately 10% in new customers.
After short discussion, Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the residential sewer connection agreement as presented, Councilwoman McLean seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.

V.
New Business

1.
Attendance at Public Records Management training
Councilwoman Brannon motioned to approve Robin Haynes attending the Public Records Management program to be held by the Florida Institute of Government in Gainesville, Councilwoman Laird seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0.
VI. Council Business Not On Agenda
Latilda Hughes presented a resolution at the request of the Okaloosa-Walton Transportation Planning Organization for the reapportionment of the voting membership.  Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the resolution as presented, Councilwoman Brannon seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:0. Mayor Barley appointed Elizabeth Brannon as the City of Freeport’s representative for the TPO.

Councilwoman Brannon gave a short update on the lobbying efforts of the Northwest Florida League of Cities and invited everyone to attend the meeting being held in DeFuniak Springs on Tuesday, December 10.

VII. Public Comment
Councilman Taunton suggested the Mayor send a letter to the County and/or Emergency Response regarding the calling out of the Freeport Fire Department to areas outside the City limits.  Mayor Barley, Councilwoman McLean and Chief Harrell will work on that.
VIII. Adjournment

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.
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Russ Barley, Mayor

______________________________
____________________________________

Robin Haynes, City Clerk


Janice McLean, Council President
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